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Encuentra las 5 diferencCias entre las dos fotografias
Spot the 5 differences between the two photographs




¢Qué has aprendido de Villavieja del [,ozoya?
What have you learnt about Vil Zzoya?

¢Eh qué fecha se empezo0 a llamar Villavieja del [Lozoya?
On what date did it start to be Called Villavie)a del [Lozoya?

¢CUal es el elemento mas antiguo gue podemos encontrar en el pueblo?
What is the oldest element we Can find in the Village?

¢Donde se hacia la Colada antiguamente en Villavieja del [,ozoya?
Where did the laundry use to be done in Villavieja del [ ,ozoya?

¢COmo se llama la iglesia del pueblo?
What is the name of the Village church?

¢Cuadntos habitantes tenia el municipio en 17827
HO(U many inhabitants did the village have in 1782?

¢COmo se llamaba antiguamente el pueblo?
How did the Village use to be Called?
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De Zarzoso a Vllavieja del Lozoya
Antiguamente el pueblo se llamaba Zarzoso
y cambio a Villavigja, segun la version mas
creible, porque el actual nucleo urbano se
fundo sobre las ruinas de una antigua casa
de origen musulman o judio (el actual arco
mudéjar). Ya en el siglo XX, el 19 de julio de
1916, se aprobd el cambio de nombre defini-
tivo: Villavieja del Lozoya.

Hay tres motivos que apuntan al asentamien-
to de poblacion de origen arabe en Villavieja
antes de la conquista cristiana de la comarca:
la existencia de la citada puerta mudéjar, la
construccion de regueras que se remontan

a la época arabe y las referencias que hay
sobre el pueblo en la Ordenanza de 1485y
en el inventario de 1492 (hecho a los judios
tras su expulsion). Ademas, por la existencia
de un alto numero de propietarios, se deduce
que habfa una poblacién estable conside-
rable. También llegamos a esta conclusion
por los restos de una ermita del siglo XV. Si
existia una poblacion significativa, su cons-
truccion estaba justificada.

Un pueblo muy poblado

Lo que si estéa claro es que fueron agriculto-
res y ganaderos de la zona quienes, tras la
Reconquista, disefiaron una organizacion del
territorio que es la base del municipio actual.
El primer asentamiento se localizé en la
zona sur, debido a que presentaba menores
accidentes geograficos y tenia mas cerca las
aguas del rio Lozoya.

El aumento de poblacién en Villavieja durante
los siglos XVI'y XVIII fue formidable, ya que
pasod de contar con 63 pobladores en 1554,
a poseer 240 en 1782.

Hasta mediados del siglo XIX el incremento
demografico continud su ritmo. Pero en el si-
glo XX, la emigracion a la ciudad de los afios
sesenta y setenta provoco que el pueblo
perdiera mas de la mitad de sus habitantes.
Hoy, este descenso parece arreglando con el
regreso de numerosos jubilados y la cons-
truccion de viviendas de segunda residencia.

Callejear por Villavieja

En las calles de Villavieja del Lozoya se
mezclan las viviendas de muros blancos y
porches emparrados con construcciones
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Arco Mudéjar
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tradicionales con corral, granero y patio. Tam-

bién hay que ver:

- Arco mudéjar. Es la huella mas antigua de

Villavieja. Se construyd entre los siglos Xill 'y

XIV'y se encontrd entre los muros internos

de las ruinas de una casa, transforma-

da luego en hospederia. Por su posicion

destacada en el pueblo, en el punto mas

elevado del nucleo urbano, se cree que
pudo tratarse de un edificio judio 0 mudéjar
de caracter civil.

Iglesia de la Inmaculada Concepcion. Es

una construccion moderna que conserva

restos de su origen romanico. Se levanto
sobre una antigua ermita situada a las afue-
ras del pueblo y que dependia directamente
de la Iglesia de San Antolin en Buitrago.

Lavadero. Por alli pasaba el agua de las

regueras y como estaba mas cerca del

pueblo que el rio, resultaba mucho mas
comodo para ir a lavar la ropa. Esta exce-
lentemente conservado y permite a los mas
jovenes descubrir como se hacia la colada
antiguamente.

- Rincén agropecuario. Esta formado por la
Corte del Verraco (lugar donde se guardaba
el cerdo semental del pueblo), la fragua y el
potro de herrar a las vacas.

Tradiciones y festejos

En Villavieja del Lozoya hay un interés es-
pecial por recuperar y mantener tradiciones
perdidas durante el siglo XX. Una de ellas

es la matanza del cerdo, que lleva hacién-
dose bastantes anos durante el puente de

la Constitucion y en la que participa todo el
pueblo. Otra es la celebracion de la Noche de
los Santos: se apagan las luces del pueblo

y los crios se pasean con calabazas encen-
didas (no debe confundirse con la Noche de
Halloween).

Durante las fiestas patronales en honor de
la Inmaculada Concepcion (8 de diciembre),
la imagen de la Virgen se lleva en procesion
al bello paraje de los Pontones. Una sema-
na antes se celebran las fiestas populares,
con fuegos artificiales, bailes de disfraces,
verbena...

Para disfrutar de la naturaleza

El paraje en el que se localiza Villavieja del
Lozoya (al pie de la ladera madrilefia de la
sierra de Guadarrama) es un motivo por el
que se anima a los amantes de la naturaleza
a recorrer estos lugares. Existen dos rutas
sefalizadas: Senda del Camino de la Dehesa
y Subida a la Sierra. La primera se recomien-
da a quienes estén acostumbrados a las su-
bidas montanosas, mientras que la segunda
es muy agradable para realizar con ninos.

Lavadero




From Zarzoso to Villavieja del Lozoya
Formerly the town was called Zarzoso and
later changed its name to Villavigja. According
to the most credible version, this was due

to the fact that the current village centre

was founded on the ruins of an old house of
Muslim or Jewish origin (currently the Mudejar
arch). Back in the 20th century, on the 19th of
July, 1916, official approval was finally granted
for the new name: Villavigja del Lozoya.

There are three factors suggesting the
existence of Arab settlers in Villavieja prior

to the Christian conquest of the region: the
existence of the above-mentioned Mudejar
gate, the construction of water channels
dating back to the period of Arab domination,
and the references to this village found in the
Ordinance of 1485 and in the Inventory of
1492 (of the assets of Jews following their
expulsion). Furthermore, given the existence
of a great number of property owners, one
can assume that there was a substantial
stable population. We also arrive at the same
conclusion based on the remains of a 15th
century chapel, the building of which would
have been justified by the existence of a
significant population.

glesia Inmaculada Concepcion

A highly populated village

What is clear is that it was the farmers and
stockbreeders of the area who, after the
Reconquest, laid down the guidelines of what
still remains the structure of the municipal
area today.

The first settlement was located in the southermn
area, as the terrain was less uneven and it was
closer to the waters of the Lozoya River.
Villavieja’s population soared between the
16th and 18th centuries, rising from 63
inhabitants in 1554, to 240 in 1782.

Until the mid 19th century the village’s
population continued to rise apace. However,
during the 20th century emigration to the
cities in the 1960s and 70s caused the village
to lose more than half of its inhabitants.
Today, the population drop seems to be
offset by the return of many pensioners and
the building of second homes.

Wandering around Villavieja’s streets
The streets of Villavieja del Lozoya are

a mixture of white-walled houses with
grapevine-covered porches and traditional

There are two sighposted
routes for nature |overs,
one of them highly
recommended for families
with children
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buildings with a stable, barn and courtyard.

Also worth visiting are the following:

- Mudejar arch. This is the oldest trace
of Villavigja’s past. It was built between
the 13th and 14th centuries and was
discovered between the inner walls of the
ruins of a house, later transformed into
a boarding house. Given its prominent
position in the village, on the highest point
of the town, it is believed it might have been
a Jewish or Mudejar civilian building.

- Church of the Immaculate Conception.
A modern building with traces of its
Romanesque origin. It was erected over an
old chapel located on the outskirts of the
village, which was under the direct control
of the Church of Saint Antolin in Buitrago.

- Clothes washing stall. The water from
the irrigation channels flowed close by and
it was much more convenient than going
all the way to the river to wash clothes.

It is extremely well preserved and allows
younger visitors to discover how the laundry
was done in the old times.

- Farming corner. This includes the Corte
del Verraco (Boar’s court, where the village
stud pig was kept), the forge and the cattle
shoeing cradle.

Traditions and festivities

In Villavieja del Lozoya there is a special
interest in recovering and maintaining
traditions that were lost during the 20th
century. One of them is the traditional pig
slaughter, which has been carried out for
quite a number of years now during the
December 6th-8th long weekend, with the
participation of the entire village. Another

traditional event takes place on All Saints’
Eve: all the lights in the village are turned off
and children walk around holding lit pumpkins
(not to be confused with Halloween).

On the village’s religious feast in honour of the
Virgin of the Immaculate Conception (8th of
December), the statue of the Virgin is carried
in procession to the beautiful natural enclave
of los Pontones. The village festival is held a
week earlier, with fireworks, costume dancing,
open-air dance...

Places to enjoy nature

The location of Villavieja del Lozoya (at the
foot of the Madrid slopes of the Guadarrama
mountain range) is a reason for encouraging
nature lovers to explore the area. There

are two signposted routes: Camino de

la Dehesa (meadow path) and Subida a

la Sierra (mountain climb). The former is
recommended to walkers used to mountain
hikes, while the latter is a very pleasant walk
that can be done with children.
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